HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

that this doctrine was derived from a Sidonian, Moschus
or Mochus, who lived prior to the Trojan War (Strabo, xvi,
367). Now, nothing it is true, was known of the manner
in which Leucippus, who passes for the first'Greek professor
of atomism, could have come into contact with the Phoenici-
ans ; or if not he, another advocate of the same doctrine De-
mocritus, who according to his own declaration had travelled
much both elsewhere and in the East, is far from admitting
that his doctrinal views were the fruit of his eastern travels.
Instead of rejecting at once these loose conjectures, as wholly
untenable, an attempt, on the contrary has been made to
corroborate them, by the remark that the atomistic notions
did exist among the Indians also and possibly these found their
way into Greece through Persia (vide Fr. Schlegel, ibid, p. 118).
But the Atomic Theory appears wholly to be the natural off-
spring of the advanced mathematical knowledge of the Greeks
and its application to the observed phenomena of nature.

Even of the philosophers belonging to the maturity of the
Socratic schools, it has been asserted that they introduced
many doctrines into Greece derived from foreign origin.
The growth of the Socratic schools was such, that we can recog-
nise the germ of nearly all their systems in the doctrines of the
earlier Greeks ; and It is only an utter ignorance of the intimate
relationship of the Socratic tenets with the entire mode of Greek
thought* that can be moved by an anecdote, resting on the
very weakest authority of Aristoxenus (vide Euseb. Praep. Er,
xi, 3) to believe for one moment, that Socrates was indebted
for the whole, or at least a portion of his doctrines, to an
Indian traveller, who is made, we know how, to visit Athens,
Lastly, much stress has been laid on the fact that the sceptic
Pyrrho had in India frequent intercourse with the Gymnoso-
phists and in Persia with the Magi, and an occasional tenet or
maxim has been pointed out in his system of doctrines
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